
Society seeks public input
on Forestry Plan
   Through September and October,
the Okanagan Innovative Forestry
Society hosted four open houses to
showcase its Forestry Plan to the public.
The open houses held in Penticton (Sept.
19), Kelowna (Sept. 26), Salmon Arm
(Oct. 2) and Vernon (Oct. 16)  were
attended by interested members of the
public and government employees.

Society Executive Director Glen Dick identifies
key study areas for IFPA programs with
Larry and Carolynn Hoyle of Falkland.

   “The plan identifies the Society's
goals over the next few years,” said
Glen Dick, “ and it also commits that
the Society activities will meet the
Objectives and Strategies of the
Okanagan Shuswap Land and
Resource Management Plan.”
   The forestry plan is available for
review and comment until November
12th at Licensee offices and is also
available on the website.

www.okanagan –ifpa.org

LRMP Research initiated
Research into  deer winter range, caribou
habitat and pine martin has been initiated
by Licensee members of the Society.
Management of the forest and its impacts
on key wildlife species is proposed over
the next 5 years.

IFPAs Awarded to Okanagan Forest Licensees
   Several  forest companies operating in  the Okanagan TSA were awarded
Innovative  Forestry  Practices  Agreements  from the Minister of Forests in October.
The forest licenses include Bell Pole Company, Federated Co-Operatives, Gorman
Bros. Lumber, LP Engineered Wood Ltd., Ministry of Forests – Small Business Forest
Enterprise Program in the Okanagan TSA, Riverside Forest Products Limited., Selkirk
Timber Company, Tolko Industries Ltd. and Weyerhaeuser Company Ltd.
    “We are pleased to have been offered the IFPA“, said Society President Gord
Sluggett, “and we look forward to the opportunities that this program will offer”.
    “Our Forestry Plan is the first step in identifying qualifying projects”, added Mr.
Sluggett, “ and will undergo numerous changes as we build upon our own experience
and others expertise”.  The  innovative practices will be coordinated and implemented
jointly by the Licensees and the Ministry of Forests, rather than on an individual basis.
    The Okanagan has some of the most diverse geography and climatic conditions in
the BC.  All nine Licensees operate in the 2.25 million hectare Okanagan Timber Supply
Area with an Allowable Annual Cut  (AAC) that was recently determined by BC’s Chief
Forester  to be  2,655,000 cubic metres effective August 1, 2001.

Okanagan-IFPA website:
A Guide to Innovation

   “The website was developed this past
summer as a place for members of the
public to gain universal access to the
Forestry Plan,” said Glen Dick, “ and it
provides a comprehensive description of the
program activities being proposed by the
Okanangan Innovative Forestry Society”.
   Program activities being proposed by the
Society include updating  aerial photographs,
ecosystem mapping and updating  the forest
inventory, througout the Okanagan.  and
conducting enhanced forest management
and silviculture activities.
    Over 750 people have logged onto the
website over the past 2 months of which
52% have been sourced it by government
employees.

Silviculture 2 strategy
   “A comprehensive Silviculture strategy built
on sound silviculture practices will be
completed this winter”, said Tolko’s
silviculture forester Kim Young,  “Silviculture
and habitat specialists from government and
industry will be working together to develop a
strategy to enhance timber and non-timber
forest resources”.
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Ecosystem based mapping:
The foundation of management
   “The foundation of the forested land
management in the Okanagan TSA will be
based on  landbase with common
similarities in geography, landform, slope,
aspect and soil moisture.
   This is the first year of a
three-year program to map
the  ecosystems of the
entire Okanagan TSA.
   “We’re working with a
team of biologists, terrain
specialists, foresters and
 ecologists to deliver these crucial
building blocks upon which we can plan
the future”,   said     IFPA    Manager
Glen Dick, “ With this knowledge base
of the Okanagan we will be able to
predict the best place to manage the
working forest,  for timber and non-
timber resources”.

For further information please contact:
Glen Dick RPF   IFPA Manager
Ph.        250 547 1208
Cellular 250 308 8958
email     gadick@riverside.bc.ca

The strategy will form the basis of most
of next years silviculture work in the
Okanagan.


